The orthopaedic community has lost a distinguished member. Over a few weeks in the clear summer of 1999 Stig Willner got ill and died from a blood illness.
From 1969-1996 he was the head of spinal orthopaedics at the University Hospital in Malmo, Sweden. During three years he was chief of the department. He developed orthotics and surgery for scoliosis and designed a three-point loading brace called the WISS-frame for a preoperative test used to evaluate best position in the planning of lumbar fusion. He also developed a brace for patients with drop foot utilising high technology carbon fibre with a lateral bar instead of the usual posterior type which has been successfully marketed with the name Toe Off. For this he was awarded "The Albhin Innovation Prize".
For Swedish students he has been a well known teacher and author of a textbook in children's orthopaedics together with Lars Danielsson in Malmo.
Stag Willner was a long-standing member of ISPO and was a Board member of ISPO Sweden. For ISPO members Stig Willner has been an appreciated teacher at conferences and courses. Recently he was an expert in the ISPO consensus conference in Tunisia summarising the literature on surgery for scoliosis in poliomyelitis.
His caring attitude and empathy made him a loved person both to patients, personnel and colleagues, being one of few modem orthopaedic surgeons participating in depth also within development and teaching in prosthetics and orthotics.
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